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the reasons in his mind, and found that he was
one of the ship's officers, and that the immediate
cause of his depression was the fact that he had been
guilty of some defalcations in connection with the
ship's accounts, which would inevitably be shortly
discovered, and he was unable to face the conse-
quent exposure and disgrace. It was in order to
stand well with a certain young lady and to make
extravagant presents to her that he had neededy or
thought he needed, the money; and while the actual
amounc involved WQ.S by no means a large orte, it
was still far beyond his power to replace it*

He seemed a good-hearted young fellow, with a
fairly clean record behind him, and (except for his
infatuation about the girl, which had led him-into
so serious an error) a sensible and honourable man.
Glancing back hurriedly over his history to find
some lever by which to move him from his culpable
determination, I found that the most powerful
thought for that purpose was that of an aged mother
at home, to whom he was dear beyond all others.
It was easy to impress the memory of her form
strongly upon him, to make him take out a portrait
of her, and then to show him how this act would
ruin the remainder of her life, by plunging her into
inextinguishable sorrow, not only because of her
loss of him on the physical plane, but also because
of her doubts as to the fate of his soul hereafter* 'It